 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1London Area Council Labour Day BBQ
Thursday, September 3, 2015 12noon – 1:15pm
Weather:  Sunny, hot and humid

Attendance:  Approximately 400 PSAC and PIPSC members

Cakes were ordered from Loblaws on Wonderland and Southdale. The logo this year was the “Bleeding Maple Leaf with Vote to Stop the Cuts” as well as PSAC London Area Council written on the top.  The cakes looked great, but due to the wording, and the Elections Act, very creatively we wrote the word “Censored” to put over “Vote to stop the cuts”.  This was probably better than the actual slogan, as according to Nancy Richter, Lynn Meston, and Sharon DeSousa who delivered the cakes to the 10 satellite PSAC Components caused quite a bit of discussion.  Cakes are delivered to outlying members that due to distance are unable to attend the main Labour Day Celebration downtown.  Nancy and company did an awesome job of ensuring that everyone received their cake along with napkins, plates and forks.  This year each location received a PSAC T-shirt.  This was a nice touch for the outlying locations.  Nancy, Sharon, Lynn and I met at Loblaws at 8:00 am and I picked up the downtown cakes as well as buns, so that in the event Nancy was not downtown in time, we could avoid any delays once the BBQ kicked off.  I also put the appropriate number of plates, forks and napkins in bags marked with each location, so that it was faster and easier for Nancy when she was delivering everything.  The cake requirements were about the same as last year, and we added a cake for UWO this year. Three full slabs for the downtown crowd was still a good amount.  We had nothing left over.
The bulk of the supplies came from Costco, with the meat and veggie burgers being bought from M&M’s and the buns from Loblaw’s.  I purchased four 35 lb. bags of ice and that was the right amount for the quantity of drinks.  We put garbage bags as a liner in the bins we borrowed from CRA and that worked out well to keep them from leaking.  I would continue the practice of using large paper plates for the downtown location and smaller plates for the outlying locations.  This does work the best.

The quantity of food was pretty much right on.  We had 300 hamburgers, 60 veggie burgers and 60 hotdogs.  The quantities of condiments were good, however, Barb’s chopped onions were missed by many. Drinks were a good fit, but we could have had a little more Diet Coke.

I believe that we had approximately 400 participants from surrounding locations perhaps one of the strongest years yet.  We had music again this year, and the machine worked very well. Several people commented on the music and that it seemed to make the event more festive. We had a number of dignitaries in attendance, in all likelihood due to it being an election year.  NDP MP Irene Mathysen, NDP MPP Peggy Sattler and Teresa Armstrong, NDP MP Candidate German Gutierrez (London North Centre), NDP MP Candidate Matthew Rowlings (London West), Liberal MP Candidate Kate Young (London West), Mayor Matt Brown, representing the City of London, United Way Labour Programs & Community Services Co-ordinator, Mojdeh Rahbari-Cox, and Jamie Vansydenborgh, REVP Union of Taxation Employees.  
The London Free Press featured a photo the following day about the BBQ and the importance of members getting out to vote.
We had plenty of volunteers thanks to CRA and PIPSC.  Barb Pawlovich took the lead role in organizing the volunteers, Nancy Richter took the lead role in asking the Toronto office to send out a press release, and inviting local dignitaries, and I took the lead role in the picking up of supplies and ordering cakes.  Everyone did an amazing job and thanks to their contributions it was a very successful event.

PIPSC provided small bags of Chips once again, and they are a nice addition to our BBQ.

The cake servers, knives, tongues and flippers worked out well.  These have been placed in the BBQ kit that I keep on hand at my home.  I also store the iPod to ensure that it does not get misplaced.
Respectfully submitted,
Jan Hauck, Vice President

London Area Council

******************************************************************************

Here is the grocery list as I see it for 2016
4 cases of bottle water (35's)

20 cases of pop (12's) - 6 Coke




- 2 Ginger Ale




- 2 Sprite




- 4 Root Beer




- 4 Diet Coke




- 2 Diet Sprite

300 Regular Hamburgers (Pre cooked)

40 Veggie Burgers

60 Hot Dogs

340 Hamburger Buns

60 Hot Dog Buns

8 Large Relish 
4 Large Mustard 
4 Large Ketchup 
350 Chinette Large paper plates 

250 Chinette Small paper Plates 

500 Plastic Forks (500 on hand)

Ice - 140 lbs (4 bags)

Napkins (1100) (200 on hand)

J-Cloths – I package

Shopping Bags – cake delivery (10 or so)

On hand and no need to purchase:

Bleach, 2 Pails, 15 Hair Nets, 2 Box Gloves

